
 

SCHOR FAMILIES TEST THE DESIGN PROCESS 

The Schor Science Department hosted a “Family Engineering 

Night” during November, giving parents a taste of the design 

process their children experience in engineering class. 

Working in teams, families were challenged to design and 

build a table using newspaper tubes. Tables had to be at 

least eight inches tall and strong enough to support a heavy 

book. Once tables were built, families competed to see 

which table could support the greatest number of           text-

books. Aaryan Patel’s family was the winning team – their 

table held 22 books. Tushti Patel’s family won second place,  

supporting 21 books. Thanks go out to teachers Lauren Nathanson, Kate Massa, Alissa Berse, 

Trystin Figel and Corrie Campbell for creating and running this fun-filled annual event.   
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Coming Events 

December 15 

Piscataway Codes                             

December 20 

PHS Instrumental Concert 

Winter Break 

December 24—January 1 

January 9, 2019 

PHS Experience for            

Eighth Graders 

January 11 

PHS Choir                                    

A Capella Festival 

January 12 

Breakfast with the 

Superintendent 

January 15 

Staff Development Early 

Dismissal for Students 

January 21 

Martin Luther King Day 

Schools Closed 

January 31 

Marking Period 2 Ends 

ARBOR STUDENTS GIVE BACK DURING THE 
HOLIDAYS, LEARN FROM EACH OTHER 
During the holiday season, Arbor students remember 

both military personnel serving overseas and children 

who are less fortunate right here at home. Every class 

at Arbor showed their appreciation for our military 

members, creating hand written and illustrated thank 

you holiday cards. Students also contributed to FISH’s 

Holiday Gift Drive, contributing more than 100 wrapped 

presents for underprivileged children. 

On the academic front, students in Mrs. Stoddard’s and 

Mrs. Doherty’s fifth grade classes showcased their 

writing and presentation skills as a culminating activity 

following a three-week unit on Feature Article Writing. 

Each student selected a topic based on personal 

interests and expertise, and then drafted, revised, and 

edited an article on that topic. At the end of the unit, 

students shared their information during a “Publishing 

Party” with props, charts, and photos, set up like a mini 

trade show spread across the room. Each class took turns as presenters and spectators, and 

enjoyed sharing their interests and learning about others’ hobbies and activities. 
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Three PHS art students had their work selected to be displayed in the AENJ Winter Exhibit at 

NJPAC: Kelly Gillhooly, Kevin Nguyen, and Katherine Romero. Congratulations to these        

students and thank you to Ms. Amme and Ms. Lentini-Pombrio for your guidance and access 

to these opportunities!  

MORE PHS ART HONORS 

 

PHS 1998 GRADUATE ASJHA JONES INDUCTED INTO NEW JERSEY 
STATE INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION HALL OF FAME  

RECONNECTING THROUGH 
LEARNING WALKS 

District administrators 

took a Learning Walk 

through Conackamack 

Middle School, 

stopping in classrooms 

and observing 

teachers and students 

in active learning. Dr. 

Gray was happy to 

connect with his former King students, and observe their 

success in middle school. During music class, he worked with 

TJ Stinson, now a sixth grade student at Conackamack. TJ was 

delighted to have the opportunity to work with Dr. Gray again! 

 

EISENHOWER STUDENTS 
EMBRACE POSITIVE BEHAVIORS 

Eisenhower students learned 

positive behaviors that will 

empower them to make good 

choices during a PTO-sponsored 

anti-bullying laser light show. 

The laser show, played against a 

backdrop of lyrics set to favorite 

songs, delivered a message of 

teamwork. Eisenhower will 

continue to integrate these 

messages in school wide 

positive behavior supports 

throughout the year.  

PHS 1998 graduate Asjha Jones was recently named one of New 

Jersey’s most outstanding basketball players and inducted into the 

New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association Hall of Fame. 

Asjha is the first Piscataway alumni to be given this honor. During high 

school, Jones scored a Piscataway career record 2,266 points with 

1,256 rebounds. In her junior year, Jones led the Lady Chiefs to the 

Group 4 State Title. In her senior year, she was chosen as State Player 

of the Year, as well as an All-American. She went on to play in college 

at University of Connecticut, and professionally, both overseas and in 

the WNBA. She played for the US team that won the gold medal at the 

2012 Olympics in London. Congratulations, Asjha — and to her PHS 

coach, Kevin Donahue, currently at Conackamack! 



KNOLLWOOD FITNESS FUN 
The Knollwood    

Gymnasium               

transformed into a 

glow-in-the-dark 

wonderland when the 

school’s PTO hosted 

its fourth annual Glowfest earlier this month. Third grade 

teacher Mr. Jeff Jacome and physical education teacher Mr. 

Jake Switzer organized and hosted the event, which places an 

emphasis on physical fitness through a series of exercises and 

relay-style activities. Participants spent the evening moving to 

music while wearing neon clothes, glowing necklaces, and light 

up glasses. In all, over 200 students and family members 

joined in on the fun. 
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PRESCHOOL CLASSROOMS 
OPEN AT ELEMENTARIES 
With funding from the 

New Jersey Department 

of Education (NJDOE) 

Preschool Education 

Expansion Aid (PEEA) 

grant, Piscataway has expanded the preschool program, 

offering classes for three-and four-year-old children at 

Eisenhower and Randolphville, with an additional classroom 

expected to open at Knollwood in January 2019. Piscataway 

Schools now provides free, full day preschool to more than 150 

children whose families might not otherwise afford a high 

quality start to their education.  

QUIBBLETOWN SHARES THE 
GIFT OF MUSIC 
The Quibbletown 

Music Department 

performed its annual 

Quibbletown Cares 

Holiday Concert on 

Wednesday, 

December 12, 2018. The 8th Grade Orchestra, 8th Grade Jazz 

Band and 6th, 7th and 8th Grade Choir performed two 

assemblies at the Piscataway Regional Day School and one 

concert at the Piscataway Senior Center. The performance 

consisted of instrumental, choral and combined pieces with an 

audience sing-a-long that brought Quibbletown Administration 

and Faculty onto the stage to join in holiday song. 

CLASSROOM FARMING AT 
CONACKAMACK 
Conackamack students in Ms. 

Ramirez’s and Ms. Fowler’s 

classes are learning the 

nutritional and economic 

benefits of growing your own 

food — and enjoyed their 

classroom-grown salads!  After 

weeks of careful nurturing and 

observing, their plants were 

good enough to eat.  

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS 

Congratulations 

to the PHS 

Football Team 

who finished an 

impressive 13-0 

season with a 

big win in the 

first ever North Group 5 Sectional Championship Bowl! The 

Chiefs bested the Ridgewood Maroons 31-21 in the North 

Group 5 Bowl Game played at Metlife Stadium. News 12 NJ 

went on to declare the Chiefs the best public school team in 

New Jersey! Congratulations Chiefs, Coach Dan Higgins, and 

all coaches and volunteers associated with this program! 

The PHS ESL 

Department hosted a 

Thanksgiving feast, 

offering an opportunity 

for students to share 

their own cultures and 

bring in foods native to 

their respective 

countries. Prior to their 

feast, students studied 

the first Thanksgiving and examined their own thoughts 

about thankfulness in essays. With support from our ESL 

families, students enjoyed a delicious meal together, and 

recognized what the holidays are all about. 

AN ESL THANKSGIVING AT PHS 



SCHOR READING SUPERSTARS 

PHS STUDENTS LEARN PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS IN TAX 
PREPARATION WHILE GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY 

United Way of Central Jersey, in conjunction with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), is sponsoring “Volunteer for Income Tax 

Assistance” (VITA) where students receive 10 hours of training in December, take an exam, and provide at least 30 hours of  

service to the community providing tax return preparation assistance during the coming tax season. This opportunity was offered 

to members of FBLA, DECA, and students taking Personal Finance, Accounting, and other courses in the PHS Business                   

Department. In addition to learning tax return preparation and business social skills, students can give back to the Piscataway 

community while adding a significant accomplishment to their résumés and college applications. United Way was hoping for 10 

PHS volunteers, but 23 Piscataway students signed up! Students who complete the training, pass the IRS SPEC (Stakeholder               

Partnerships, Education and Communication) exam with an 80% or higher, and fulfill the service hours commitment, will earn IRS 

certification and United Way recognition. Thanks to PHS Teacher Greg Michaels for working with United Way to provide this           

opportunity to our students, and to Mr. Tom Wolverton, PHS Business/Practical Arts Chairperson, for facilitating and supporting 

this effort. 

Schor Sixth Grade 

Reading Superstars are 

finding great value in 

reading for pleasure. All 

sixth grade students are 

encouraged to find time 

to read and track their 

progress on a classroom 

reading chart.  After 

reading a book from 

cover to cover, students 

fill out a "Critics Corner" form, which their teacher evaluates 

for comprehension and detail.  Each marking period, the 

students who read the most books are recognized as Reading 

Superstars! Keep reading, Schor students! 

PISCATAWAY NAMED TO NINTH 
ANNUAL AP HONOR ROLL  
Piscataway is one of 373 

school districts in the U.S. and 

Canada honored by the 

College Board with placement 

on the 9th Annual AP® District 

Honor Roll.  To be included on 

the 9th Annual Honor Roll, 

Piscataway had to, since 2016, 

increase the number of 

students participating in AP while also increasing or 

maintaining the percentage of students earning AP Exam 

scores of 3 or higher. This is the second consecutive year 

Piscataway has achieved this important milestone. 

GRANDVIEW PAINT WITH ME 

Grandview Art Teacher 

Chris Lee led the 

students, staff and 

community in 

Grandview’s Paint 

With Me Night, 

organized by the PTO. 

Future “Picassos” and 

“Rembrandts” 

displayed 

their talents 

in this fun-

filled evening 

with over 120 

participants. 

FIELD HOCKEY SUCCESS 

PHS Senior Dominique Nelson 

was selected as GMC Offensive 

Player of the Year and will be 

playing hockey next season at 

Towson University. Both 

Dominique and Zharria John 

made GMC All-Conference and 

both participated in the North 

Jersey Senior All-Star Game at 

Montclair State University. 

Coach Cindy Botett was selected as GMC Coach of the Year for 

the second year in a row. Congratulations to the entire team 

for reaching the sectional semifinal game for the first time in at 

least 17 seasons! 

https://www.uwcj.org/
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5090.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p5090.pdf
http://pwayfbla.weebly.com/

